
Welcome to A-Level Politics 
WHY SHOULD I STUDY THIS COURSE?

The study of Politics is important in an ever changing world. With the world facing an 
unprecedented series of crises and challenges, the issues of government and politics are at 
the forefront of all of our lives. This A-Level will inspire you to engage with current affairs and 
to develop an understanding of the structures and processes which determine so many of 

the key issues in the UK and beyond.

From Coronavirus to Brexit, from Boris to Biden, the course will allow you to analyse and 
debate how politics functions in the UK and wider world and the role we have in 

determining decision making. As young people about to reach voting age, you will also 
learn about competing ideologies and the arguments behind the political parties which 
seek to govern. In summary this A-Level will provide you with an insight into the modern 

world. 



What does the course involve?

Paper 1 
UK Politics

Paper 2 
UK Government

Paper 3 
Global Politics

Topics covered
• Democracy & Participation (Has there been a decrease in 

turnout and what do we do about it? Should we make greater 
use of referendums or are they bad for democracy?)

• Political Parties
• Voting Behaviour (What makes people vote a certain way? 

Has this changed with the shift in political landscape in recent 
years? What is the role of class, gender, ethnicity, age?)

• Electoral Systems (Is our current First-Past-the-Post system 
unfair? Should we reform it and how?)

• Pressure Groups and Pluralism (Do groups outside of 
Parliament help or hinder democracy? Do they allow free 
expression, or give power to wealthiest?)

• The Media (What role does the media have on the people? 
Does it shape opinion or merely reflect it?)

Plus the Core Ideologies:
Liberalism
Conservatism
Socialism

Topics covered:
• The Constitution (How is 

the UK Constitution 
different, and does it 
need changing?)

• UK Parliament (What is 
the role of Parliament, 
and does it carry these 
out effectively?)

• Prime Minister & Cabinet 
(Is the PM becoming 
more like a president, 
and can the Cabinet 
control the government, 
or is it just a talking-
shop?)

Plus Non-core ideologies:
Nationalism

Topics covered:
• Theories of International 

Relations (Realism & 
Liberalism

• Sovereignty and 
Globalisation (the Nation-
State, Globalisation)

• Global governance: Political 
and economic (United 
Nations, NATO, EU, IMF, World 
Bank)

• Global Governance: Human 
Rights and Environmental

• Power and Developments
• Regionalism and the EU



How will I be assessed?

Paper 1 
UK Politics

Paper 2 
UK Government

Paper 3 
Global Politics

• 2 hour written exam
• 33.3% of A Level

Section A: 
• One 30-mark source based 

essay question from a choice of 
two (each question uses a 
source) –

• One 30-mark essay question 
from a choice of two 

Section B: 
• One 24-mark ideology essay 

question from a choice of two

• 2 hour written exam
• 33.3% of A Level

Section A: 
• One 30-mark source based 

essay question from a choice of 
two (each question uses a 
source) –

• One 30-mark essay question 
from a choice of two 

Section B: 
• One 24-mark ideology essay 

question from a choice of two

• 2 hour written exam
• 33.3% of A Level

Section A
• One 12-mark question from a choice 

of two
Section B
• One compulsory 12-mark question 

focused on comparative theories,
Section C
• Two 30-mark essay questions from a 

choice of three



Universities and employers like Politics because it shows that students are engaged in the 
world around them.

As well as being able to situate yourself in the present political environment, studying Politics 
offers students a range of valuable practical skills essential for further studies and future 

employment.

Students will develop their ability to apply knowledge in a critical way, evaluate the strengths 
of arguments, and hone their ability to write precisely and convincingly. They will learn to use 

knowledge of real-world events to make, and defend, their claims.

These skills form the basis of any degree in the humanities or social sciences, particularly the 
ability to construct well-written essays, research independently and use information 

effectively. Politics is also a good subjects for shaping student’s soft-skills including their verbal 
communication and academic fluency.

What skills will I develop?



What can an A-Level in Politics lead to?

After studying an A level in this subject you could continue to a 
Degree or career in:
 Politics, International Relations and Law. The skills and expertise 

gained by politics students means they often pursue careers in the 
civil service, law, law enforcement, public relations, charity work 
and journalism as well as within business and finance.

As a social science, Politics overlaps with a number of other 
subjects, often providing a different lens through which to view 
them, which can strengthen any university application. In particular 
this course goes well with the following A-level courses:
 Sociology, Psychology, Economics, Law, History, English and 

Media Studies



Outside of the classroom

Extra Curricular activities offered in Politics :
- Visit to Parliament
- Reading and watching the news
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