
In the English Department, we aim to 
provide students with an inspirational, 
rigorous and personalised curriculum which 
develops written and spoken literacy whilst 
also instilling a genuine love of literature. 
The study of English is not only limited to 
texts and books but gives us all skills that 
are essential in order to access the world 
around us. Being able to form opinions, 
understand political movements or ideas, 
having confidence to critically engage with 
society and listening to a diverse range of 
perspectives and attitudes all underpin the 
study of English at all stages and levels at 
Tabor.
We create a safe and stimulating learning 
environment, encouraging students to be 
independent in their learning whilst 
building their knowledge of the given topic.





Class Reader Books Set Texts 

Harry Potter and the 
Philosopher’s stone – JK Rowling

The Boy in the Stripped Pyjamas 
– John Boyne

Sherlock Holmes – The Speckled 
Band – Arthur Conan Doyle

Harry Potter has never even 
heard of Hogwarts when the 
letters start dropping on the 
doormat at number four, Privet 
Drive.  These letters are swiftly 
confiscated by Harry’s terrible 
family.  Then, on Harry’s eleventh 
birthday, his life changes forever.

Key points/themes for 
discussion:
Friendship
Bravery
Loyalty
Trust 

Through the innocent eyes of 
Bruno, the eight-year-old son of 
the commandant at a German 
concentration camp, a forbidden 
friendship with a Jewish boy on 
the other side of the camp fence 
has startling and unexpected 
consequences.

Key points/themes for 
discussion:
War
Friendship
Loyalty

In "The Adventure of the 
Speckled Band," Sherlock Holmes 
investigates the case of a young 
bride-to-be whose sister was 
murdered. Helen Stoner's sister 
died shortly before her wedding 
and Helen suspects that their 
stepfather, Roylott, is the culprit. 
... He then receives a visit from an 
irate Roylott, who threatens him.  
Who is guilty?

Key points/themes for 
discussion:
Identity
Family
Revenge



Class Reader Books Set Texts 

Of Mice and Men – John 
Steinbeck

Noughts and Crosses – Malorie 
Blackman

A Christmas Carol – Charles 
Dickens

Of Mice and Men is centred 
around two itinerant workers, 
George and Lennie, in California 
in the 1930s as they start work on 
a ranch in a place called Soledad 
(a Spanish word meaning 
'solitude'). ... George is a small, 
intelligent man who looks after 
his friend Lennie, a large, strong 
man who has a learning disability.

Key points/themes for 
discussion:
Friendship
Death
Dreams 

In their hostile, violent world, 
noughts and Crosses simply don’t 
mix.  But when Sephy and 
Callum’s childhood friendship 
grows into passionate love, they 
are determined to find a way to 
be together.

Key points/themes for 
discussion:
Race
Love and relationships
Family 

A Christmas Carol is a play about 
a mean-spirited and selfish old 
man, Ebenezer Scrooge, who 
hates Christmas. One cold 
Christmas Eve, Scrooge is unkind 
to the people who work for him, 
then refuses to give to charity, 
and then is rude to his nephew 
when he invites him to spend 
Christmas with him.  He is then 
visited by ghosts who try to teach 
him the real meaning of 
Christmas.

Key points/themes for 
discussion:
The supernatural
Family
Loyalty
Poverty



Class Reader Books Set Texts 
To Kill a Mocking Bird –
Harper Lee

Woman in Black – Susan 
Hill

Never Let Me Go – Kazuo 
Ishiguro

Great Expectations –
Charles Dickens

Moonrise – Sarah 
Crossman

Set in the small Southern 
town of Maycomb, 
Alabama, during the 
Depression, To Kill a 
Mockingbird follows 
three years in the life of 8-
year-old Scout Finch, her 
brother, Jem, and their 
father, Atticus--three 
years punctuated by the 
arrest and eventual trial 
of a young black man 
accused of raping a white 
woman.

Key points/themes to 
discuss:
Racism and discrimination
Law and Order
Community

Arthur Kipps relates his 
haunting experiences at 
Eel Marsh House. ... 
Eventually a local man, 
Sam Daily, reveals the full 
story of how Alice 
Drablow's sister, Jennet, 
haunts the house. He 
explains that a child dies 
each time the woman in 
black is seen.

Key points/themes to 
discuss:
Supernatural
Fear
Gothic genre

A story about a group of 
students, who are 
growing up in a darkly 
skewed version of 
contemporary England.  
The protagonist ‘Kathy’, 
dramatizes her seemingly 
normal childhood at 
Hailsham School.  We 
learn about her 
relationships and the fate 
that eventually awaits 
her.

Key points/themes for 
discussion:
Friendship
Freedom
Identity 
The purpose of Education

Dickens's haunting late 
novel depicts the 
education and 
development of a young 
man, Pip, as his life is 
changed by a series of 
events - a terrifying 
encounter with an 
escaped convict in a 
graveyard on the wild 
Kent marshes; a summons 
to meet the bitter, 
decaying Miss Havisham 
and her beautiful, cold-
hearted ward Estella; the 
sudden generosity of a 
mysterious benefactor -
and he discovers the true 
nature of his 'great 
expectations.

Key points/themes for 
discussion:
Freedom
Conscience
Loyalty
Family
Class 

Ed is on death row. But 
now Ed's execution date 
has been set, and Joe is 
determined to spend 
those last weeks with him, 
no matter what other 
people think ... From one-
time winner and two-time 
Carnegie Medal 
shortlisted author Sarah 
Crossan, this poignant, 
stirring, huge-hearted 
novel asks big questions.

Key points/themes for 
discussion:
Family
Loyalty
The death penalty
Relationships 



The Strange Case of Dr 
Jekyll and Mr Hyde –
Robert Louis Stevenson.

Lord of the Flies –
William Golding

Macbeth – William 
Shakespeare

In seeking to discover his inner 
self, the brilliant Dr Henry Jekyll 
discovers a monster.  Published 
in 1886, this is a terrifying study 
of the duality of man’s nature.  

Key points/themes to discuss:
The duality of mankind
Science versus Religion
What is Stevenson’s message 
about humanity?

A plane crashes on a desert 
island and the only survivors are 
a group of schoolboys.  As the 
boys’ delicate sense of order 
fades, so their childish dreams 
are transformed into something 
far more primitive and 
behaviour starts of take a 
savage significance.

Key points/themes to discuss:
What is humanity?
What is the world without 
order?
Is leadership necessary for a 
successful society?
What is man’s true nature?

At the beginning of the play, 
Macbeth is a brave and loyal 
Thane to King Duncan. After 
hearing a prophecy that he will 
become king himself, Macbeth 
is overcome by ambition and 
greed. Bolstered by the 
prophecy and his wife’s 
encouragement, he kills King 
Duncan and takes the throne. 
Afterwards, Macbeth’s guilt, 
fear, and paranoia lead him to 
commit even more murders to 
secure his power. His 
confidence in the prophecies 
eventually leads to his downfall 
and he is overthrown and killed 
by those he has wronged.

Key points/themes to discuss:
What is ambition?
Are you willing to get what you 
want, regardless of the cost?
Who is guilty, Macbeth or the 
Witches?
What is the role of women 
during the Jacobean period?
How have beliefs in the 
supernatural during the 17C 
cemented Macbeth’s future?



KS4 (Year 10 and Year 11)

Regular revision tasks will be available on Google classroom, supplied by 
their English Teacher.  It is a proven fact that the better the reader, the 
better grades will be achieved.  Encourage children to read their set texts, 
but also other genres.  

SENECA – This is an incredible revision tool!  It covers all of the key texts and 
can be accessed via your child’s mobile telephone or on a computer.  
Ensuring regular participation with this site, will reinforce knowledge of the 
text, characters, plot and themes.  There are also extended writing tasks for 
the more ambitious.  This tests your child’s knowledge of key texts –
perhaps it is something that can be done together?

It is important that students have a detailed knowledge of all aspects of the 
texts above and practise answering exam questions.  The revision websites, 
workbooks and other online materials below are helpful.  The English 
Department have supplied ‘Snap’ revision guides for all the elements of the 
exam, for Year 11.  However, if required, a further selection of workbooks 
and guides, which can be purchased, are set out below. York Notes and 
Cambridge produce excellent revision guides for all the texts studied. Key 
websites are:   

www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-language-8700

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zxqncwx

https://app.senecalearning.com/courses

https://www.gcsepod.com

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-language-8700
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zxqncwx
https://app.senecalearning.com/courses
https://www.gcsepod.com/
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